
HOMEPLACE CASE FOR SUPPORT

Mission Statement: Volunteers of America, Dakotas is called by the 
Gospel to guide people to live healthy and fulfilling lives.

Kingdom Calling: Reaching out to help those whom we are called 
to serve achieve their full potential, Volunteers of America, Dakotas 
demonstrates God’s love by:
Guiding people with behavioral health needs
Uplifting children, youth and families
Supporting individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities
Strengthening those struggling with homelessness

Since our humble beginnings in 1896, Volunteers of America’s goal has 
been to answer God’s call to transform the world through a ministry of 
service that feeds, clothes, shelters and demonstrates to all people that 
they are beloved children of God.

Volunteers of America, Dakotas works with individuals of all faiths, 
races and backgrounds from all 66 counties in South Dakota. Our 
ministry is one of service. We seek to serve the needs of the whole 
person (body, mind and spirit) by bringing together the human service 
agency and the church. We provide assistance to people of all faiths and 
never require those we serve to participate in worship services or even 
to acknowledge specific beliefs. Yet all of our programs and services are 
motivated by and exemplify Christian beliefs and principles.

If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give 

them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 
JAMES 2:15-16

Contact Information
Lucas Peterson | P: 605.334.1414 | E: l.peterson@voa-dakotas.org
voa-dakotas.org | PO Box 89306 | Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9306
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LOCATION
S THEODORE AVE & W 41ST ST

SIOUX FALLS, SD 57106

DRAFT



The Community Need
There are homeless children and teens in every single school in the district. Without a secure, permanent home, these young 
people often couch surf (staying with friends or acquaintances for a few nights at a time), live in their cars or seek shelter in other 
unsafe environments in order to stay off the streets.

No young person chooses to experience homelessness. Unfortunately, they sometimes face difficult circumstances that contribute 
to their homelessness, including family dysfunction, abuse at home, aging out of the foster care system, exiting the juvenile justice 
system and economic hardship. 

Axis 180 Supportive Services
We take a holistic approach to preparing young people ages 16-21 for a successful transition from homelessness to independence. 
Our professionally trained staff offer support in five key areas:

• Education – support for young people as they complete high school, pursue post-secondary education or work towards a 
vocational degree

• Employment – assistance with job searches, resume creation, interview skills and on-going post-employment support

• Life Skills – help learning the skills needed to live independently, including budgeting, opening and maintaining a checking 
account, time management, etc.

• Housing – guidance securing and maintaining permanent housing after successful completion of the program

• Connections – support strengthening relationships they already have and building positive, permanent connections 
with family, friends and mentors.  Youth are provided with diverse opportunities to establish lasting connections to their 
community, including exploring faith, spirituality and culture

Our Impact
During FY18, Axis 180 provided safe transitional housing for 33 young people. The supportive services this program provides 
help guide these youth toward self-sufficiency and success.

• Average stay 9-12 months

• 90-day waiting period

• Average of 4 referrals per week

Unaccompanied youth are youth who lack a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime residence and are not in the physical custody of a parent or 
guardian. These youth lack any parental, foster or institutional care.

The Opportunity: HomePlace 
Receiving financial support from multiple sources has allowed Axis 180 to house and empower young people 
experiencing homelessness in Sioux Falls for more than a decade. However, because our current funding sources 
support only the cost of housing and providing services, we have been forced to delay many expensive – yet 
necessary – maintenance and repairs to the building. Approximately $300,000 in building repairs are needed 
in order to keep the current Axis 180 location operational, a number that nearly equals the total value of the 
building.

Instead of funding costly repairs for an aging building, Volunteers of America, Dakotas is launching a $3.5 
million campaign to build a new facility, HomePlace, for young people experiencing homelessness. The planned 
21 apartment units will double our current capacity in a therapeutic setting designed for this population’s specific 
needs.  

Our community thrives and grows when individuals are inspired to make a commitment to innovative solutions. 
Your contribution to this campaign will help young people overcome homelessness and become successful 
members of our community. Each donation is an investment in the future of Sioux Falls. 

 On average, 90% of young 
people increased levels of 
independent living skills 
specifically related to 
employment and daily living.

On average, 85% of 
young people made 

progress toward high 
school diploma or 

GED while enrolled.
90% 

85% 

The planned facility will provide 
21 apartment units (double our 
current capacity).

During the school year, the Sioux Falls School District identified students 
who were experiencing homelessness.

2017-2018
1,256 K-12 students experienced homelessness. 

102 between the ages of 16 and 21. 

2016-2017 
984 K-12 students experienced homelessness.

 91 between the ages of 16 and 21.


